[Esophageal scintigraphy in patients with systemic sclerosis: clinical symptoms correlated with the esophagus noted by the patients].
Systemic sclerosis (SSc) is a multisystem connective tissue disorder characterized by excessive accumulation of the extracellular matrix. About 90% of the patients with SSc have detectable gastrointestinal tract involvement, 50% of these patients have clinically important manifestations. The aim of the study was estimation of the connection between subjective symptoms from the esophagus and results of the esophageal scintigraphy. 30 patients with systemic sclerosis were comprised to the study. Esophageal scintigraphy was performed in each patients, as well as questionnaire about type, intensity and frequency of esophageal dysmotility. Also it estimated was stiffness of the skin according to modified Rodnan score. Independent of esophageal dysmotility symptoms which were noted by patients, esophageal scintigraphy registered changes in 97% of the patients. The most often esophageal dysmotility was observed in lower part of the esophagus. Statistically Dysmolity of the central portion of the esophagus was observed more often in patients with diagnosed ISSc.